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Commander’s Corner

We are halfway through our year and what a six 
months it has been!
PDC Jerry Sayre,  has researched and found our 

“Camp’s Namesake” Sgt. Wm Pittenger’s descen-
dants, and recruited two of them.   Jerry was instru-
mental in replacing Pittenger’s lost Civil War Medal 
of Honor.  In June, My Chief of Staff, Kim and PDC 
Jerry Sayre, along with Fallbrook Historical Society 
then organized a Gala Event where Anne Wayman (G 
Granddaughter to Pittenger) along with her Children 
and Grandchild, presented the Medal of Honor to the 
Fallbrook Historical Society to put on permanent loan. 
The entire story is in this edition.
In September 2025, then PDC Jerry Sayre filled our 

JVC vacancy and has helped bring in  32 new mem-
bers to our Camp 21.  

We welcome our new members!        

In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty,
Fred Hall   Camp Commander.   

Pittenger Camp 21 Celebrates 31 Years as a Camp!

Here is a photo of Gene Armistead PCC receiving our 
Camp Charter 31 Years ago. 

Congratulations 
Jerry Sayre’s DAVID R. MEDERT Award and the 

MERITOURIS SERVICE AWARD with Gold Star … 
for recruiting more than any other Camp
 And for Kim’s Certificate of Recognition from the 

Commander-in-Chief, at the National Encampment, 
for Kim’s contributions to the Sons Of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War !
 Our Camp 21 is very proud of YOU BOTH !!!     

Fred Hall     Camp Commander
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2025 CAMP OFFICERS
Commander...................................................Fred Hall, CC
fghall2026@gmail.com

Sr. Vice Commander......................... Larry Stolinski, SVC  
Navychiefmn@yahoo.com

Jr. Vice Commander................................ Jerry Sayre, PDC
cod26ia@icloud

Secretary/Treasurer .............................. John A. May, PCC
2001 Lee Ct. Carlsbad, CA. 92008-2763
cbadjohnny@gmail.com

Councilman ..................................Tom Helmantoler, PCC	
thelmantoler@gmail.com

Councilman .......................................... John Keenan, PCC
keenanja@aol.com

Councilman ............................................. Jerry Sayre, PDC
cod26ia@icloud

Chaplain ............................. Thomas E. Helmantoler, PCC
thelmantoler@gmail.com

Patriotic Instructor.............................................. Kirby Hitt
jhitt@gmail.com

Eagle Scout Coord................................. John Keenan PCC
keenanja@aol.com

Graves Registration .............................. John A. May, PCC
E-mail: cbadjohnny@gmail.com 

Historian........................................................ Clay Hoffman 
clay.hoffman312@gmail.com

SVR..............................................................Mark Goodman
goodman.csmr@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor............................................Ron Sheehan
ronsheehan@me.com

THE GENERAL is the official newsletter of Sgt. Wm. Pittenger 
Camp 21, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. It’s pub-
lished each odd-numbered month for Camp members. It’s also 
available by newsletter exchange to other SUVCW or Allied 
Orders groups. Such groups are welcome to reprint articles 
from The General with attribution. Brief articles are invited and 
most appreciated: send to Newsletter Editor listed above: space

CHANGE OF ADDRESS should be mailed to Camp Secretary 
at address above. Failure to notify Camp of change of address 
will result in missed issues of The General and The Banner.

CAMP EMAIL DIRECTORY. If you wish to be included in 
the Camp Email Directory, send your permission and email 
address to John A. May
2001 Lee Ct. Carlsbad, CA. 92008-2763
cbadjohnny@gmail.com

SONS OF VETERANS RESERVE(SVR) is the uniformed 
contingent of the SUVCW. Uniforms are encouraged but not 
required. You need not be a re-enactor to join. Annual dues are 
$5.00. Interested SUVCW Brothers should contact the SVP Rep 
Fred Hall, CC
fghall4sd@hotmail.com

Sgt. William Pittenger’s Camp 21 Calendar - 2026

Saturday, August  8th @ 11:00 am
Camp Meeting & Officer Elections
First Christian Church - Fellowship Hall
318 West Fig Street, Fallbrook, CA 92028

Sunday, August 23rd 11:30-3:30
Blue/Gray BBQ
2400 Admiral Baker Road, San Diego, CA 92120

Saturday & Sunday, September 5th & 6th
Huntington Beach Civil War Days - Pittenger Camp 21 

Has A Booth
Huntington Beach Central Park - On Gothard between 

Slater and Talbert.

Saturday, October 3rd,  10:00 - 4:00 to Sunday, Octo-
ber 4th.  10:00 - 2:00
Rendezvous in Poway 2026
Old Poway Park - 14134 Midland Road, Poway, CA 

92064

Saturday, October 10th @ 11:00 am
Camp Meeting & Officer Elections
First Christian Church - Fellowship Hall
318 West Fig Street, Fallbrook, CA 92028

Saturday, November 7th @ 9:00 am
Joint Camp Veteran’s Day Ceremony - 
Camp 18 & Camp 21
Evergreen Memorial Park:  4414 14th St, Riverside, CA 

92501

Saturday, November 14th @ 1:00 pm
Remembrance Day
Fallbrook Historical Society - Pittenger House
1730 South Hill Avenue, Fallbrook, CA 92028

Saturday, December 5th @ 1:00 pm
Camp Meeting and Officer Installation/Dinner To Follow
Location TBD/Fallbrook
Same Day: Following the Camp Meeting...
Saturday, December 5th @ 5:00 pm  (Line Up At Pa-

rade, 4:00 pm)
Fallbrook Christmas Parade

mailto:goodman.csmr%40gmail.com?subject=
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USS BENNINGTON CEREMONY

Our Camp was at Fort Rosecrans Cemetery on 
Saturday, July 18th, to have a ceremony to honor 
the Men on the USS Bennington that blew up in 
San Diego Harbor.
On board that ship was Civil War Union Veteran, 

Henry Otto Metius.  Henry is buried in Mount 
Peace Cemetery in Philadelphia.
We had a wonderful turnout of 11 Sgt. William 

Pittenger Camp 21 Brothers for the USS Benning-
ton Ceremony at Fort Rosecrans National Ceme-
tery. Two are not in the photo

Pictured L-R:
PCC Mark Goodman, PSVC Doug Wright, Trevor 
Stolinski, SVC Larry Stolinski, Mike Schooling, CC 
Fred Hall, Wyatt Roose, PDC Jerry Sayre, and Dimas 
Lovato.

Andrews Raid Decendents
Brother Jim Meacham honors his GG Grand Uncle 

Medal of Honor Recipient John Wollam with this His-
torical Marker, Jim wrote:
 The historic marker is dedicated to John Wollam, 

member of Andrews Raid. The reverse side of the 
marker tells the story of the Raid.
 Work on the Wollam family genealogy and history 

has been done by myself over the last 50 years. John is 
my 2nd great grand uncle.
 The Jackson Historical Society of Jackson, Ohio ap-

proved the idea for the marker in 2025. Members Mi-
chael and Deanna Stroth and myself have worked on 
the details of producing the marker for the last 2 years. 
The program was provided by members of the Jackson 

Historical Society and local community members.
 Funding was through a local grant and one donation. 

Placement of the marker was in the Veterans Memorial 
Park in downtown Jackson, Ohio. Manufacture of the 
marker was by Sewah Studios Inc. of Marietta, Ohio.
 
Pictured:  Jim Meacham

While Jerry was searching for Descendants of the Men 
who received the Medal of Honor in Andrews Raid, 
he found Jim Meacham who is the Great Great Grand 
Nephew of Medal of Honor Recipient John Wollam of 
Jackson, Ohio.  A great friendship was made between 
the two over hours on the phone.  Last year, Jerry 
recruited Jim Meacham who is now a proud Brother in 
Sgt. Willam Pittenger Camp 21 and we are delighted 
to have him in the Camp.
I would like to share with you what Brother Jim has 

just accomplished on bringing an Historical Marker to 
the Jackson County Veterans Memorial Park in Jack-
son, Ohio.
Jim’s incredible effort and accomplishment has 

brought this Historical Marker to fruition to Honor his 
Ancestor, Medal of Honor Recipient John Wollam.
The ceremony took place on Monday, July 6, 2026.
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After graduating from West Point in 1842, Wiliam 
Starke Rosecrans returned to his alma mater a year 
later to serve as an engineering professor. Although 
the academy was a bastion of Protestantism, he was a 
Roman Catholic with a devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, as evidenced by his personal letters. His spiri-
tual example inspired the conversion of his younger 
brother, Sylvester Rosecrans, who later became the 
first Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Columbus, 
Ohio.
After resigning from the Army in 1854, Rosecrans 

had success as an inventor and businessman, and just 
days after the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter in 
1861, he offered his services to Ohio governor Wil-
liam Dennison. Assigned as aide-de-camp to Major 
General George McClellan, he was soon promoted to 
colonel, and after briefly commanding the 23rd Ohio 
Infantry Regiment --- whose members included Ruth-
erford
B. Hayes and William McKinley --- he was appointed 

a brigadier general in the regular Army.
Following successful commands at the Battle of Rich 

Mountain and the Battle of Corrick’s Ford in western 
Virginia during the summer of 1861, Rosecrans was 
credited with outmaneuvering Confederate Brigadier 
General John B. Floyd and his superior, General Rob-
ert E. Lee, from recapturing the area. Despite assum-
ing leadership of the Department of Western Virginia, 
Rosecrans became unpopular with General McClellan 

and Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, leading to the 
removal of thousands of soldiers from his command 
and temporarily stalling his career.
After being transferred to the Western Theater in 

May 1862, he assumed leadership of two divisions of 
the Army of Mississippi. Having been critical to the 
Union victory at the Siege of Corinth, Mississippi, in 
the Spring of 1862, he was granted command of the 
entire Army of the Mississippi, as well as the District 
of Corinth, and, in these roles, became the subordinate 
of Major General Ulysses S. Grant.
In September 1862, while seeking to halt the advance 

of the Confederate Army of the West, Grant deployed 
two armies at Luka, Mississippi --- Rosecrans’s Army 
of the Mississippi and the Army of the Tennessee, 
commanded by General Edward Ord. Although Ord 
planned to attack in conjunction with Rosecrans, a
“purported” acoustic shadow suppressed the sound 

of war and prevented Ord’s men from realizing the 
battle had begun. After an afternoon of fierce fighting, 
entirely by Rosecrans’s forces, the enemy withdrew. 
A month later, at the Battle of Corinth, General Rose-
crans defeated a Confederate army for the second 
time. Despite being portrayed as a hero in the North-
ern press, he was criticized by General Grant for 
perceived tactical errors.
Next, he was appointed leader of the Army of the 

Cumberland and, in January 1863, at the Battle of 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, he commanded a hard-
fought Union victory, with the highest percentages of 
casualties occurring on both sides of any major bat-
tle of the war. During the following summer, he led 
what is regarded by historians as a brilliant maneuver 
during the ten-day Tullahoma Campaign, driving the 
Confederates out of Middle Tennessee and threatening 
the strategic city of Chattanooga.
In September 1863, Rosecrans’s impressive string 

of successful commands came to a disastrous end at 
the Battle of Chickamauga, which was the first ma-
jor battle fought in Georgia, and the most significant 
Union defeat in the Western Theater. Only the Battle 
of Gettysburg had more casualties.
Following his military career, General Rosecrans 

served as Minister to Mexico, and was elected U.S. 
Representative of California’s first Congressional 
district. He died on March 11, 1898, and is buried at 
Arlington National Army.
Fort Rosecrans and Fort Rosecrans National Ceme-

tery, both located in San Diego, bear his name.

Clay Hoffman, Camp Historian FROM THE 
CAMP HISTORIAN *

FROM THE CAMP HISTORIAN *
Major General William Rosecrans
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For our newer Brothers in the Camp:
Sons Of Veterens Reserve (SVR)

You may ask…  “What is the SVR?”  It is the “Ceremonial Uniformed Division”.  (Uniforms worn in Parades, Cere-
monies, Historical Events, Re-Enactments, etc.)
For those of you have not already joined the SVR (Son’s of Veterans Reserve) and are considering doing so and “per-

haps purchasing a uniform” down the line, do note:
 This is another GREAT way to show your support for our Ancestors who wore the Union Blue.
1.	 In Sgt. William Pittenger Camp 21, the yearly dues for Company G, 5th California are only $5.00 a year.
2.	 You do not have to purchase a uniform to support the SVR, but your support is greatly appreciated.  
3.	 If you have any questions, you may contact Mark Goodman PCC (who is also a Brother in Pittenger Camp 		

	 21) and is the Commander of Company G.  E-mail:  goodman.csmr@gmail.com  or phone:  (619) 203-1845.
4. I have provided you an SVR Application below that you can print, fill out, and mail to Commander Mark Good-

man along with a check made out to SVR or $5.00 cash if you prefer.
Mail to:  Mark Goodman 1277 N. Mollison Ave., #E, El Cajon, CA 92021   (See next page for application)
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Camp Meeting June 13

 We had our regular bimonthly meeting; as you can 
see from this picture, it was one of the best attended 
events ever including a number of new members.

John Keenan PCC, John May Sec/Treas., Jerry Sayre 
PDC, Ethan Maxon, Herb Dackerman, Rick Marks, Wyatt 
Roose, Doug Wright PSVC, Clay Hoffman-Camp Historian, 
Mark Goodman PCC, Harry Jackson, Dr. Wayne Eder DC, 
Wayne Eder ll, Harry Maxwell, Justin Maxwell, Jr. Maxwell, 
Joe Schofield, Tom Helmantoler PCC/Chaplain, Eugene 
Lopez, Pastor Brett Collins, Steve Circo, Fred Hall CC, Ron 
Sheehan, Kirby Hitt PI, Dimas Lovato, and Richard Salts.

Gala Event At The Mission Theatre
June 13 at the Mission Theatre in Fallbrook, where we 

had our “Gala Event”.  This is where Pittenger’s Great 
Granddaughter Anne Wayman and her Family, would 
be giving the 1863 Reproduction Meseum Quality 
Medal of Honor to the Fallbrook Historical Society to 
put on permanent loan.

Jerry Sayre PDC, brought a display of Civil War items 
from his collection that he is sitting behind with the red, 
white and blue tablecloth.  The table in front with the 
black tablecloth is from the Fallbrook Historical Soci-
ety and has Sgt. Willam Pittenger’s U.S. Army Officer’s 

Sword that was presented to him by Secretary of War 
Edwin M. Stanton, and also a book he wrote.
A number of Men from Sgt. William Pittenger Camp 

21, Son’s of Veteran’s Reserve (Uniform Division) and 
other Brothers in the Camp, attended to escort Anne 
Wayman and her family to the front of the Theatre for 
the presentation.

Jerry Sayre PDC, Steve Wilder, Anne Wayman, Linda 
Wilder, Michael Wilder, Emily Wilder.

Camp brothers that attended the Gala

Department Commander Dr. Wayne Eder/6th Milit
ary District Commanding Major, Ethan Maxon, Tom 
Helmantoler PCC/Chaplain, Mark Goodman PCC/
SVR Company “G” Unit Commander, Camp Historian 
Clay Hoffman, Past Department Commander Jerry 
Sayre, PSVC Doug Wright, Wayne Eder ll, Marcus 
Holt, Dimas Lovato, and Steve Wilder (Pittenger’s GG 
Grandson).
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Wayne Eder is � feeling blessed with John Gray Foster and 5 others at Eis ... 
5h · Gettysburg, PA · 0 

••• X 

So honored at the Sons of Veterans Reserve Breakfast this morning to be promoted from Major 
to Lieutenant Colonel by my boss Brigadier General Don Darby. Waiting for the official photo 
from the Encampment Photographer. I appreciate all the hard work that our 6th Military District 
SVR Staff and Units did to make this happen. I could not have achieved this rank without you! 

mo all ese pr � 
. &/41� 

Sons of Veterans Reserve Breakfast
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4th Of July Parade in Coronado
A Big Shout Out and Thank You to Doug Wright PSVC and Brother Dimas Lovato for representing Sgt. Wil-

liam Pittenger Camp 21, Son’s of Union Veterans of the Civil War today at the Coronado Parade!!

Brother Nathan Apodaca in Get-
tysburg at the Anniversary of 
the Battle, at the Adams County 
Historical Society, now the Gettys-
burg History Museum.
 
Nathan is firing an 1857 Harper’s 
Ferry rifle in front of the flag of 
Nathan’s Ancestor’s Regiment, the 
19th Indiana.

Kirby Hitt
James Meacham
David Hyre
Stephen Circo
William Porter
Nathan Apodaca
Brendan Neilan
Ronald Sinclair
Bruce E Maxion III
Tray Goodman 

Wyatt Roose
Tad Campbell
Brad Quinlin
Thomas Hinshaw
Herbert Dackermann
David Hoffman
Richard Marks
Brett Collins
Steven Slaughter
Harry E Maxwell

Justin E Maxwell 
Clayton Shampoe III
Jeffery Peterson
Matthew Hall
Sheridan Hall
Brandon Hall
Richard Salts
Steve Wilder 
Eugene Lopez
Dr. Malcom S. Jones

New Camp Members



Brother Jack Bruzas Celebrates 97th Birthday!!
 

I would like to say “Thank You” to all the SUVCW Brothers all across the Country who 
answered the call and mailed SUVCW Brother Jack Bruzas a Birthday Card to celebrate 
his 97th Birthday!!
 
Jack was scheduled to attend the Camp Meeting, but had a fall the day before his Birth-
day, hit his head and hurt his arm, took a ride by ambulance to the hospital, got stitched 
up, and is now home recovering.
 
Today, Jerry and I stopped by Jack’s house to deliver this lovely basket of cards from all 
across the Country that you Men sent in, and there were lots of cards!!  We found Jack 
resting comfortably and we enjoyed a nice visit with him.  It is going to take Jack some 
time to get through all the cards, but he was very happy and surprised by the kindness 
shown to him.
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NEXT MEETING: August 8th Camp Meeting at First Christian Church, Fellowship Hall, 318 West 
Fig St. Fallbrook, CA  10AM

If you would like to order a Pittenger Camp 21 Name Badge, please mail a 
check for $10.00 to Jerry Sayre along with the following information: 

Name Tag
If you would like to order a Pittenger Camp 21 Name Badge, please 

email Jerry Sayre PDC at: cod26ia@icloud.com with the following infor-
mation:
1) Your Name as you would like it engraved.
2) Camp Office title added if you are holding an Office Position and 

would like that on your Name Badge.  (This could change from year to 
year).
3) Specify if you prefer a Pin Clasp or Magnet on the back.
Once this information is received, you will get a return e-mail with infor-

mation on where to mail your check for $20.00.
Checks should be made out to Jerry Sayre, PDC.

Membership Badge
If you have not yet ordered your SUVCW Membership Badge, now 

is a good time to do so if you are able.
This Membership Badge along with your Camp Name Tag, are 

encouraged for All to wear at every Camp Meeting and all Camp 
Events.

8 

SAT DEC 8, 2018 10:00AM 

 
 
 

Lakeside, CA. 92040   

The General  

P r eser v i n g t h e m em or y  of  t h e G r a n d A r m y  of  t h e R epu bl i c  &  “ T h e B oy s i n  B lu e,”  186 1 – 186 5 

NEXT MEETING: Sat Dec 8, 2018 10:00 AM 

L O C A T I O N 
Mimi’s Rest 

10788 Westview Pkwy  
San Diego, CA  

If you would like to order a Pittenger Camp 21 Name Badge, please mail a 
check for $10.00 to Jerry Sayre along with the following information: 
 
Your Name as you would like it engraved and Camp Office title if you 
like.  (This could change year to year). 
 
Specify if you prefer a Pin Clasp or Magnet on the back. 
 
Make checks payable to Fallbrook Awards. 

Camp Badges Available 

Our Program 
 

Annual Camp Christmas  
Celebration  

following  
Election and Installation of Officers 

for 2019 

Official Newsletter for 
Sgt. William Pittenger Camp 21
Sons of Union Veterens

Preserving the memory of the Grand Army of the Republic & “The Boys in Blue” 1861-1865

Thomas E. 
Helmantoler

Are you a Sons of Veterans Reserve member?  If not, you should be.  It is very easy to do.
Contact Mark Goodman (goodman.csmr@gmail.com) for more information.

https://suvcw-qm-store.square.site/product/membership-badge-camp-blue/632?cp=true&sa=false&sbp=false&q=false&category_id=2
mailto:goodman.csmr%40gmail.com?subject=

